
Meridian, MS. Making a difference in the 
community is the main priority of the Turning 
the Tide on Poverty project. Inspired by the 
project, Felix Sutphin, 91 year-old 
Mississippi native is doing just that—giving 
back to his community.   
 
Sutphin’s most recent project focuses on the 
children of Meridian. The plan is for fifth 
graders to plant trees in the city to honor 
Meridian’s 150th Anniversary. With the 
guidance of local retired school teachers, 
professional foresters, ministers, city officials 
and active citizens, the children will be 
educated on the importance of community 
involvement as well as the issue of poverty. 
Because the future of the city will eventually 
be in the hands of the children, Sutphin 
realizes the necessity of involving young 
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“Every tree gives us a breath of air.”  

Selmont, AL. Renovating an old football field 
into a community walking trail, turning the old 
concession stand into a Farmer’s Market, and 
forming a Community Development 
Corporation—what’s the common thread? 
These are all actions that the Selmont 
Community in Dallas County, Alabama, has 
underway as a result of participating in Turning 
the Tide on Poverty. 
 
Working with the Dallas County Strategic 
Alliance for Health project, committee members 
have secured funding to renovate the old 
football field behind Tipton Middle School. The 
walking trail will literally help people take strides 
in addressing the county’s high obesity and 
diabetes rates. Additionally, converting the 
concession stand into a farmer’s market brings 
fresh produce within walking distance to an 
area where the nearest grocery store is more 
than five miles away..  
 
 

students in community projects, which promotes 
community loyalty that will hopefully stay with 
them into adulthood.  
 
With the support of local officials and 
community leaders, Sutphin’s plan has been 
approved and will take place in the near future. 
He has hopes that with this initial project will 
come much more involvement by local citizens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight Citizen: Sutphin Inspires Youth Civic Involvement 

 

Abandoned Football Field to Take on New Life 

“This process really works,” stated David Perry, 
study circle participant.   “Our next step is to 
host: Selmont—One Year after Turning the 
Tide on Poverty meeting to let the citizens 
know what has been accomplished and invite 
them to come aboard as we continue to move 
our community forward,” said Sheryl Smedley, 
committee member.  

 



 

 

About Turning the Tide on Poverty 

Turning the Tide on Poverty gathers a 
wide range of community members to 
seek a place-based solution to local 
poverty. Beginning with a five-week 
Study Circles process, community 
members work toward a community 
action plan that encompasses local 
talents and concerns.  

http://srdc.msstate.edu/tide 

Partners:   

TIDE Team Receives 
Regional Award 

In the Southern Region, the 2011 
NACDEP Team award, Excellence in 
Community Development Work was given 
to the team that spearheaded the “Turning 
the Tide on Poverty” project. 
Congratulations to the following partners: 
Research and Extension teams from 
Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky                 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and South 
Carolina.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Together in the Fight against Poverty 
 

Now that the citizens of Neshoba 
County have an all-inclusive resource 
guide, they will be able to access 
needed services very easily. The 
directory will especially help 
newcomers become acquainted with 
the area. This will improve the ability 
of community organizations, 
businesses, and schools to serve 
their fellow citizens by linking them to 
needed services.   
 

Neshoba Co., MS. In an effort to 
initiate unification to fight poverty, the 
Turning the Tide on Poverty Action 
Team recently completed the Neshoba 
Community Resource Directory. What 
makes this version unlike previous ones 
is the collaboration of the town of 
Philadelphia, Neshoba County and the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. 
Previously, the Choctaw Reservation 
and the county had their own separate 
directories. The combination of the two 
directories is a great stride toward 
unification within the community.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Proposed to Enhance Community 
 Washington, LA. Over the last year, one 
of the action teams involved in the Tide 
project has been working to find new 
outlets for bringing jobs, education and 
income to the town.  
 
The action idea and vision is to open a 
community-run nursery along with allied 
neighborhood gardens to produce and sell 
Louisiana native plants. The project has 
the potential to provide jobs and income to 
local citizens, as well as to encourage 
beautification of the community. It could 
also be coupled with education in local  
 

elementary schools to teach young students 
gardening skills, good banking habits, and 
the importance of giving back to the 
community. Such an endeavor would also 
enhance tourism and business trade that 
have already been established by the 
town’s reputation as a historic community.  
 
When Jim Bradshaw, chairman of the 
project, presented the idea to the Town 
Council of Washington, they enthusiastically 
adopted the project and offered appropriate 
support to the action team.  

 

 

We would also like to extend special 
thanks to our national partners: Everyday 
Democracy, Farm Foundation, and the 
Kettering Foundation. 
 

 

 

The Community Resource 
Directory is now online for all 
to view at www.neshoba.org.  
 

http://www.neshoba.org/

